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Latour-Maubourg's cavalry was placed at the disposal of
Soult, Milhaud's at that of Davout. Zayonchek's division
was ordered to occupy the now deserted Osterode.

On the morning of the 8th, there was no longer any doubt
that the Eussians were retreating.* Napoleon took up the
offensive.

Soult had his light cavalry at Waltersdorf, where he had
sent it after the affair at Lomitten on the 5th.

On the morning of the 8th, his whole corps passed the
Passarge at Elditten, and Kthenen, marching on Wolfsdorf,
the left covered by Latour-Maubourg's cavalry. To Guyot,
commanding his light cavalry, Soult sent orders to confine
himself to observing the enemy. That general, however,
incautiously involving himself in an action at Kleinenfeld,
without making a proper reconnaissance, was surrounded by
cossacks, and his brigade very severely handled, he himself
being killed.t

Legrand and St. Hilaire (both of Soult's corps), seiz-
ing Wolfsdorf, held fast there, with St. Cyr in second
line.

This movement against his right flank finally determined
Bennigsen to retreat.

The news reached him about midday, when he had already
seen great masses of French assembling on the farther side
of the Passarge, They confined themselves, however, to
reconnaissances, and there was no fighting worth mention.

Gortchakow was now ordered direct to the entrenched
camp at Heilsberg, by the right bank of the AUe, sending a
detachment of two infantry regiments, and one of cavalry,
with some cossacks and 6 guns, under Barasdin, to hold the
defile of Launau on the left bank. The rest of the army fell

* Corf, 12,744:, dated 8th June, to Soult. The Emperor says he has forced
the enemy to disclose a body of 13,000 infantry and 7000 or 8000 cavalry, and
he learns from prisoners that the rest are at Gtottstadt

f Soult, reporting on this affair, under date 8th June, treats it as a serious
reverse. He attributes it entirely to Gtayot's carelessness, The losses he puts
at 25 killed and 250 prisoners. (Soult toBerthier, 8th June, Arch. Hist,)